GET FOREST SMART
DEVELOPING FOREST-SMART STRATEGIES
IN EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES

FACT
EXTRACTIVE
INDUSTRIES AND
ASSOCIATED
INFRASTRUCTURE ARE
THE FOURTH DRIVER
BEHIND THE
REDUCTION OF
INTACT FOREST

Context & Facts
• Mining, when managed well, is a key

mining activities, such as building roads and
railways, represent the most important threat
to ecosystems and forest degradation.

• Nearly one-third of all active mines and

• Weak regulation in policy and practice has

exploration sites are located within areas of
intact ecosystems of high conservation
value—most of them forests.

hindered effective monitoring and
accountability processes.
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• Infrastructure developments associated with

engine of economic development in many
developing countries.
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The graph shows the continental-level estimations of the relative area proportion and absolute net forest area
change for the period 2000–10 (Source: FAO 2010/ IOP Science). It indicates that after agriculture, infrastructure
and mining, are the major drivers of deforestation.

WHAT IS FOREST SMART?
“Forest-smart” is a development approach that recognizes forests’ significance for sustaining growth across
many sectors, including agriculture, energy, infrastructure, and water. It transforms how sectors operate by
identifying opportunities for mutual benefit and creating practical solutions that can be implemented at scale.
Forest-smart solutions support development outcomes such as improved food security, green growth, and
climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Why Make Mining
Forest-Smart?
As extractive industries continue to grow
in forest-rich countries, the World Bank
has recognized the need to implement
long-term development that does not
adversely impact forests and the services
they deliver. Supporting forest-smart
interventions will not only ensure that
adverse impacts on forests and their
biodiversity are avoided or minimized, but
will also identify opportunities to increase
the productivity and resilience of other
sectors. The World Bank’s multi-donor
Program on Forests (PROFOR) is therefore
helping the World Bank to develop
practical tools and policy
recommendations for Forest-Smart
strategies that promote growth of the
mining sector without destroying the
public good value of forests.

How PROFOR is
Promoting Forest-Smart
Policies in Mining
PROFOR is part of the global effort to
improve knowledge sharing and
monitoring of results for more effective
interventions in the forest sector. To that
end, PROFOR is funding a program on
Extractive Industries in Forest Landscapes:
Balancing the Trade-offs and Maximizing
the Benefits.
The program seeks to develop practical
tools and policy recommendations to
promote ‘forest-smart mining’ to enable
client countries and the World Bank to
make informed decisions when
implementing development strategies
that promote forest sustainability and
poverty reduction alongside the growth of
the mining industry.

What Approach is
PROFOR Using?
PROFOR has selected to examine four
thematic pillars in mining:
1. Resource corridors: involves a
sequence of investments and actions
to leverage a large extractive industry
investment in infrastructure, goods,
and services into viable economic
development and diversification
along a specific geographic area.
2. Artisanal and small-scale mining
(ASM): refers to the largest
employing mining activity in most
developing countries. Because of the
often informal nature of ASM, its
impacts—both direct and indirect—
are difficult to regulate and mitigate
than those of large-scale mining.
3. Climate-resilient development:
refers to well-planned and regulated
mining policies that promote the
systematic integration of climate
change considerations to address
issues related to the extractive
industries and ecosystems’
vulnerability, such as through REDD+.
4. Mine reclamation: involves creating
useful landscapes that can restore
productive ecosystems and create
industrial and municipal resources.
PROFOR will develop case studies around
each one of these pillars to examine the
existing best and bad practices, and
come up with recommendations to
address the opportunities and challenges
in creating forest-smart policies.
PROFOR will then consolidate knowledge
on these topics through research reports,
toolkits, policy papers and specific
recommendations, as well as through
multi-stakeholder dialogues, workshops,
webinars, and round table discussions.
For more information about this
program, visit http://profor.info/

The Forest-Smart Mining Program is co-managed by the Energy and Extractives and Environment and Natural Resources Global Practices of the World Bank.
Interested in learning more? Contact our communications focal point: Laura Ivers: laivers@worldbankgroup.org
Erik Reed, Environmental Specialist : Ereed1@worldbank.org | Kirsten Hund: Senior Mining Specialist: Khund@worldbank.org
The Program on Forests (PROFOR) multi-donor partnership generates innovative, cutting-edge knowledge and tools to advance sustainable
management of forests for poverty reduction, economic growth, climate mitigation and adaptation, and conservation benefits. Through its programs,
PROFOR is advancing forest-smart development, which recognizes forests’ significance for sustaining growth across many sectors, including agriculture,
energy, infrastructure, and water.

